
Regular Meeting 
Town of Preston 

September 9, 2013 
 

The regular meeting was called to order by Commissioner Doug VanDerveer at 7:00 p.m.  

Also present were Commissioners Nelson Anderson, Jerry Stallings, Robin Wooters, and 

Town Clerk Stacey Pindell.  Attendance: Steve Hildenbrand, Robert Lorenz, Dale 

Whitley, Captain James Henning, Mike Bradley and Town Attorney Walt Palmer.   

 

Jerry made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting as presented, 

seconded by Nelson and unanimously approved. 

 

Police Report:  Captain James Henning presented the police report for August 2013: 

 135 hours assigned with a total of 27 assignments 

 103 calls for service 

 5 reports taken 

 52 traffic stops 

 79 traffic violations – 27 citations and  51 warnings – 1 SEROS 

 1 arrest 

 

Public Works Report:  Dale submitted the following report for August 2013: 

 
 Had pumped 2,008,800 gallons of water 

 Had discharged 2,797,950 gallons of wastewater 

 Had another storm come through town on August 1st and we recorded over 5 

inches of rain in 3 hrs. We had some flooding but the water receded quickly. 

 Had patched the potholes on Railroad Ave. 

 Had trimmed the trees on Lednum Ave. that were hanging over the road so school 

buses could pass without hitting the branches. It must be OK because we haven’t 

heard back from the school. 

 Had repaired a vent pipe at the pumping station by the post office. 

 Had spread a load of mulch at the playground at the park. 

 Had repaired the toilet in the bathroom in the park. 

 Had a sewer complaint at the bank. We found that a sewer pump inside the bank 

had tripped the thermal overload. We had reset it and told them to call if they had 

any more problems. 

 Had cleaned the screen and ejectors on the chemical feed system at the sewer 

plant. Everything is OK for now. 

 Hung flags on Main St. for Labor Day. 

 

Administrative Report:  Kim submitted the following report for August, 2013: 

 

 Responded to phone/visitor inquiries  

 Prepared and mailed cut off notices for water bills 

 Worked 2 days with accountant to prepare for annual audit 



 Sent out violation notices for Cary Malkus 

 Worked 3 1/2 days with auditor to complete annual audit 

 Sold boat ramp permits for Caroline County 

 Attended mandatory Maryland State benefits training 

 Processed:    

o water/sewer payments 

o  real estate taxes 

o  accounts receivables 

o  accounts payables 

o building permits 

o  daily mail 

o  deposits 

o  payroll 

 Worked with contractors, residents and building inspectors regarding building 

permit applications 

 Completed update on written portion of Comprehensive Plan 

 Typed rough draft of Health Insurance Marketplace Notice required by Health 

Reform Law 

 Corresponded with the following: 

o webmaster regarding website updates 

o Caroline County Tax office referencing discrepancy on tax bill balances 

o Cary Malkus referencing resident code violations 

o Barbara Nichols regarding offer and counteroffers on old town hall 

o Caroline County Sheriff’s Department referencing bill for services and an 

expungement petition from District Court 

o Harry Smith regarding GPS survey and comp plan maps 

o Robert Jester reference tree trimming for school bus 

o New Home Options regarding issue with alarm at police department 

o LGIT underwriter reference a certificate of pool coverage 

o Stephanie Berkey regarding CCAM amendment 

o IWIF regarding letter received about a workman’s comp issue 

o U.S. Bank and Premier regarding merchant processing 

o Andy Garey regarding grass cutting 
 

Planning & Zoning Report: Bob Lorenz submitted the following report for August, 

2013: 

 

1. The County is proposing to revise the area outside our town limits from R-1 

Residential  

(half acre lots) to R Rural Residential (one acre lots). To date we have heard nothing of 

this proposed change. Our Comp. plan should agree with the Counties zoning. 

2. We are required by the State to have an approved Septic Tier Mapping System in place 

(by December 2012) before any grants or sub-divisions can be submitted or approved. 

The County (Debbie) on 13 May 2013 said they would help us in approx. one month 

(June). To date we have heard nothing from the County. 



3. On Monday 13 May 2013 Kim, Stacey and Bob met with Debbie Cornwell and Matt 

Kacynski of the Dept. of Planning and Codes in Denton. To review our Comp and what 

needs to be done for the final submission to the State. We left our marked up maps with 

them to be revised. The said it would take a month. To date we have heard nothing from 

the County. 

4. Taylor Property at Main Street at Maple Ave. soil erosion: On 13 May contacted 

Joseph Miller in Dept of Planning and Codes (He reviews all the Town’s storm water 

issues)  he said they have very little code enforcement capabilities. He referred to Trista 

North of Caroline County Soil Conservation District. Their code enforcement is limited 

and she referred the issue to Maureen Eckard of MDE Water Administration office, on 30 

July. On 13 August the silt fence was installed at the site. 

5. Dollar General has shown some interest in the Livery Stable site (1.03 acres) as a 

possible location for a store similar the one in Federalsburg. They intend to level the 

entire site including the historic house built in 1833. Our code permits a building up to 

3000 sq.ft. The Federalsburg store is 9000 sq.ft. This would be a special exception and 

must go to the zoning board of appeals. We mention some other sites they may consider. 

The Pharmacy Main Street, the old Provident bank site 239 Main Street, the Salvage site 

on Payne Road, the corner of Main Street and Payne Road, The empty lot and house next 

to Provident  Bank, The empty lot and house across Main Street from Preston Autobody, 

The consignment store and miscl. buildings next (east) of Preston Autobody as possible 

sites. 

6. Preston Elementary School: The prices came in over budget. Renovations are being 

redesigned. Construction may start in the spring of 2014. 

7. The sidewalk to the Bank has been marked out in the street by Bramble. It appears the 

center island maybe realigned. Construction should start within the month. 

8. At this time there appears to be no progress on the required sidewalk to Crumbs Cup 

Cakes building 147 Main Street. The Town has sent letters to Dan Warrington (Builder) 

and to Chris Waters (Surveyor) concerning this issue. No response to date. 

9. The detention (mosquito) pond for Tide Water Farms (and also the one at the park) is 

over grown with vegetation and green moss covered standing water. It’s not a pretty site 

coming into Town. It is an environmental issue not easily corrected. The commissioners 

need to look into this, how we can improve its appearance. 

10. The revisions to our present zoning code (approved Jan.2013) has been started to be 

typed. Once it has been completed it will be put on line and several booklets will be 

made. 

11. We still need two more members to serve on the P & Z board. 

12. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 10 September 2013 at 7: pm 

 

New Business:   

 A motion was made by Nelson to accept the bills as presented, seconded by Robin 

and unanimously approved. 

 A motion was made by Nelson to accept the proposal from Harry A. Smith, Jr., 

Prof. L.S. for the maps for the Comprehensive Plan for $1,350.00, seconded by 

Jerry and unanimously approved. 

 

 



 

Doug read a thank you letter sent in by Dr. McCoy from Preston Elementary for the 

school supplies that were donated by the town.  Jerry presented an appreciation certificate 

sent in by the Pink Bra Poker Run coordinators. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:31 p.m. by a motion made by Jerry, seconded by Nelson and 

unanimously carried. 

 

        

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Stacey Pindell 

 

 


